
Living a Righteous Life: 
THE LETTER OF JAMES 
 

Lesson Four 
 
Okay, everybody!  Put your hands over your ears and repeat after me: “La, la, la, la, la, la…”  You may 
not like what you are about to hear.  The law can be quite humbling.  Sure, there has been “law-a-
plenty” throughout the book of James already.  Before we go into chapter four, take a quick glance 
back at the first three chapters, and identify some of the sins that keep Christians from living a 
righteous life. 

 

 

 

 

As in the previous chapter, James is not necessarily addressing a particular group of people and their 
sinful actions, but pointing out a truth.  What is at the core of “fights and quarrels” v.1? 

 

Does James go too far in saying what the “desires that battle within you” will lead to?  v.2   Explain 
your answer. 

 

James maintains that there are two reasons why they are lacking.  What are they?  v.2-3 

 

 

Agree/Disagree:  “James is not addressing the sin against the 6th Commandment in verse 4.”   

 

If friendship with the world equals enmity toward God, what should the Christian do? 

 

“God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.”  v.6  What is the height of pride?   



 

Why does the human heart have so much trouble with the word “submit”? 

 

In the second half of verse 7 James makes our struggle against Satan seem to be simple.  Is it as simple 
as he states?  Explain your answer.   

 

“Come near to God.”  Such words could make it seem as though the first step in a relationship with God 
is our to make.  When you read Ephesians 2:1, why is it not possible for us to take that step on our 
own?  When you consider the context, what action is James encouraging with these words?   

 

True/False?  “It is improper for a Christian to express excess joy or engage in laughter.” 

 

What does it take to humble one’s self? 

 

James gives us other examples of refusing to “submit to God” in verse 11 and 12.  What is the Christian 
who wants to live a righteous life to guard against?   

 

How can we square what James says here with Jesus’ words in Matthew 18:15-20? 

 

Sinful pride not only leads one to sit in judgment of others, it also moves that individual to be boastful.  
How does James show the foolishness of such arrogance? 

 

Agree/Disagree?  “It is neither sinful nor wrong for the Christian to make plans for the future.” 

 

How can the Christian assure that his/her plans are in line with God’s will? 

 

Agree/Disagree?  “Not doing the good we ought to do is just as sinful as doing the bad we are to avoid.” 


